VISITS TO PRIVATE ASYLUMS.
By Our Rambling Reporter.
INTRODUCTORY.
For many years past we have, from time to time, devoted considerable space to a series of notices on the public asylums of Great Britain and Ireland; and we now purposs following this series up by short articles on our private asylums. In all cases these will be written after special visits have been made to the institutions.
It happens now and then that the daily press inserts sensational paragraphs about these private asylums, and the general public, knowing little or nothing about the status or administration of such institutions, are prone to believe these adverse comments when they first appear, and pay but small attention to the real facts of the case, or week, and they are often received at much less. The extension of this system will have two important results. Firstly, it will prevent the admission to our county asylums as paupers of those able to pay small sums, and whom the lunatic hospitals have declined to take, and secondly, it will further reduce the charges which the country has to pay for its pauper lunatics, because profits will accrue from the reception of the private patients, which profits can be applied to reduce some of the charges of the County Kate.
The purchase by the State of all the private asylums is no longer heard of, nor, indeed, was it ever within reasonable distance of being carried out. The directions in which changes would seem desirable are: the extension of a certain number of our private asylums, the practical restriction of lunatic hospitals to receive only charitable cases; and the provision at nearly all our county asylums for the class just above the so-called pauper lunatics.
